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Mayor Ruth Spanos
Greetings to All the Residents of Burton,

First of all, I wish to thank all of you for heeding the advice of the experts. We all need to do our part to slow down
the spread of the COVID19 virus. Currently, the vast majority of people recover from this virus. However, there is
currently no cure and no vaccine, so we all need to do our part. That way, our hospitals and healthcare providers are
able to treat everyone who does become seriously ill from this disease (or any other illness).
Rest assured that Village leadership and employees are working together to protect your health and safety, and to
continue essential Police, Water and Sewer, and Streets services. As I write this on March 19th, there are new
updates every day on how we can best keep ourselves and others safe. For the latest from the Ohio Department of
Health:
https:// Coronavirus.ohio.gov or call 1-833-4-ASK-ODH (1-833-427-5634)
Information for Geauga County residents is also available:
http://gphohio.org or call 440-279-1900
I’d like to acknowledge the local organizations, businesses and employees who have had to put our health above their
own financial well-being. Especially the Burton Fire Department, Century Village Museum, Burton/Middlefield Rotary
Club and the American Legion who had to cancel half of their pancake breakfasts this year. And our wonderful
restaurants who have had to limit their services to take out only I hope we can all keep these sacrifices in mind, and
be as generous as possible by donating to these local non-profits, patronizing local businesses and of course tipping
heavily!
As I write this on March 19th, there are still some good reasons to head outside. Consider donating blood, or
volunteering. Many charitable groups currently rely on volunteers who are the most at risk if they catch the virus. Call
your neighbors and offer to run errands for anyone who can’t leave their homes safely. We are lucky to have large
outdoor spaces in our Village where we can safely enjoy the warmer weather.
There is help available for those who need it. Please reach out. Geauga County residents can contact Geauga Job and
Family Services
https://www.geaugajfs.org/ Emergencies 24/7 COPELINE: 888-285-5665
Nothing replaces in person communication, but we are lucky to have so many ways to socialize safely through
technology. Please do not hesitate to contact me through the Village Office at (440)834-4474 or at
villageofburtonmayor@gmail.com. We will get through this together!

Tree Talk
Burton Village Tree Commission

Spring 2020
Greetings Villagers! It's that time of year again – time for my annual reminder/plea that the
rites of spring should not include over-mulching your trees. The root flare needs to be uncovered and
obvious and look like the tree has a little skirt where it meets the ground. If it looks as straight as a
utility pole at grade, there's an issue, and it may not be easy to correct. If left uncorrected however,
the tree will definitely suffer.
Additionally, mulching too early in the season can hinder root development by keeping soil temperatures cool. Some advise not mulching until after Memorial Day! Heresy, I know.
I attended a lecture on natural landscaping this winter. To paraphrase the speaker, our landscapes
need more eco and less ego. We need to garden according to what is good for the earth, not the eye,
which might mean letting go of some of our fastidiousness and our drive to mulch early and often.
Submitted by Debbie Palmisano, Village Arborist 834-0820/440-636-3374

Seeking Street Laborer
The Village of Burton is seeking qualified individuals to fill the full time position as Street Department Laborer.
You must possess a valid Ohio driver’s license, high school diploma or GED. Duties include lawn maintenance,
snow removal, light excavation, etc. Hours will vary including weekends and night when required. A background in landscape, tree care, concrete, paving or excavation is preferred. Benefits include OPERS, 2 weeks
vacation after 1 year, and paid medical. Submissions are due by 4PM on Thursday, April 16, 2020. Interested
persons may submit a resume and cover letter identifying qualifications to villageofburton@sbcglobal.net or
mail to:
Village of Burton
Attn: Personnel Committee
P.O. Box 408
Burton, Ohio 44021
The Village of Burton is in an Equal Opportunity Employer.

The Village of Burton is seeking volunteers to serve on the Planning Commission, Board of Zoning Appeals,
Tree Commission and Historic District Review Board. If you are looking to be involved in the community,
please send a letter of interest to the Village Office.

Utility News
2020
ALERT:
The Village of Burton Utilities Department will be flushing hydrants in April, look for
signs posted on the Village Park message boards.
Also, the Utilities Department will be marking water and sewer lines for a current
project to locate of utility lines by GPS. We have contracted with RCAP, a company
that has completed this for other municipalities within Ohio.

Wastewater Treatment Plant Update:
The new Wastewater Treatment Plant has been under construction for 19 months. The new treatment equipment is getting installed and tested for operation the past few months with some demolition of the old treatment system as the new one is being built.
The new Wastewater Treatment Plant is expected to be in full operation by April 2020. Once in full operation,
the remaining original system structures can be demolished and removed. Final grading, sidewalks, pavement
and grass seeding are expected to be May to June 2020, weather permitting.

Recycling Reminder
What can be recycled:
Plastic Bottles and Containers
Food and Beverage Cans
Paper
Flattened Cardboard and Paperboard
Food and Beverage Cartons
Glass Bottles and Containers
What to NOT put in your recycling cart:
NO food waste
NO plastic bags and film
NO foam cups and containers
NO bagged recyclables

Update on Spring Clean-Up:
Waste Management has tentatively
canceled this years Spring Clean-up, which is
usually held in May. We will inform
residents of a rescheduled date through
Facebook, the website, and your utility bill.
Thank you for understanding!

Village of Burton
PO Box 408
Burton, OH 44021

Absentee Voting - You still have time to vote in the primary!
Due to current circumstances, Ohioans are only able to vote by absentee ballot this year. The deadline to have
your ballot counted is April 27th. To request a ballot, go to voteohio.gov and fill out the Application for Absentee
Ballot. This must be filled out properly or you will not receive a ballot. Once completed and signed, send the
application to the Geauga County Board of Elections, 470 Center St., Bldg 6A, Chardon, OH 44024 or drop it off in
the secure box outside of their office. If you are not able to print out the form or have questions, you may contact
the Board of Elections at 440-279-2030.

CCA Tax Reminder
CCA announced that taxes for this year are due Wednesday, July 15th, 2020. CCA has yet to inform the
Village of Burton on the CCA Taxpayer Assistance. Once we have the date for assistance, the Village of
Burton will inform the residents through Facebook and the website. Please contact the Tax
Administrator with any questions at 440-834-4474.
Thank you for understanding!

